
 

March 2026 

 

Dear fellow gardeners; 

It is official, Katie Ciclioni has 
officially passed the gravel on.  
Firstly, I would like to thank Katie for 
her four years of hard work in leading 
this fine organization.  Through her 
leadership we have continued to grow 
and expand our influence in Northeast 
PA.  Katie is still going to be active, 
but will have a little bit more spare 
time!   

I look forward to continuing to lead 
this great organization.  For 2026 we 
have a terrific plan of educational 
experiences for our members. We 
have an amazing board of talented 
people who continue to support our 
mission.   Who knew we could have 
20 years of programming and still 
have new and fresh ideas. 

Our first meeting is scheduled for 
March 17, 2026 at the Clifford 
firehouse.  Also, please save the date 
for March 24 when we will be doing 
an in person visit to Burkes Maple 
syrup. Since it is early in the season 

we will be able to watch the process 
of making the syrup and obviously be 
able to purchase some maple goodies. 

Now is the time to start thinking about 
your 2026 gardening plans. Last year 
we had a demonstration on winter 
greenhousing using clear and opaque 
plastic jugs for seed planting.  Many 
seeds need to go through a cold 
stratification which means they need 
cold and warmth to germinate.  
Examples include marigolds, lupine, 
milkweed, coneflowers (echinacea), 
black-eyed Susan, columbine and 
lavender.  Also herbs like St John’s 
wort, lemon balm, catnip, anise 
hyssop and soapwort. If you plan on 
seeding poppies now is the time to 
spread the seeds on top of the soil.  
They need the stratification and are 
not good candidates for transplanting. 

You Tube has some great tutorials on 
how to start your seeds in small 
containers. Once you have built your 
mini greenhouses put them in a sunny 
outdoor location and wait for them to 
grow! 

I look forward to our journey together 
over the next two years. 

John Stahl 

 

http://www.mountainviewgardenclub.org/index.shtml


Mountain View Garden Club 
2026 Programs 

 

MARCH 17 
AI in Gardening  
   Presented by member Jim O’Pecko 
 
APRIL 21 
Butterflies 
   Presented by member Janelle Zigon 
 
MAY 19 
Dahlias 

Presented by Ashlee Butkiewicz, 
 The Posey Plant 

 
JUNE 7  
Plant Sale/Exchange Marketplace  
Clifford Township Community Center 
 

JULY 21 
Garden Hopping at Acre Lake  
    with pot luck and fun on the lake 
 

AUGUST 18 
Hydroponics 

Presented by Alexandra Higgens (recipient   
of MVGC educational grant) 

 

SEPTEMBER 12 (Saturday at 11:00) 
Mushroom Walk  

Presented by George & Jenn Linsinbeigler 
3rd Kingdom, Clifford Community Park, 
followed by a pot luck lunch 

 

OCTOBER 20 
Report by Educational Grant   
Recipients 

 

NOVEMBER 17 
Pine Cones and Greens, 

Holiday Decorations presented by member  
John Stahl 

 

DECEMBER 9 (Wednesday at 5 pm) 
Holiday Party at Chrystal Pines 
 

Unless otherwise noted, meetings are held 
on the third Tuesday of the month at the 
Clifford TWP Fire Company. 

 

Additional Trips and Activities 
are planned for our members! 
MARCH 24 
Burke’s Maple Syrup Tour at 1:30.  Burke’s 
is located at 1313 Crystal Lake Road, 
Carbondale 
 

JUNE 16 
Field trip to Lakeland Orchard & Cindery 
(1649 Lakeland Drive, Scott) at 10:30, 
followed by lunch at Maiolatesi Wine 
Cellars (32-B Cabernet Drive, Scott)  
 
 
 

 

Daylight savings time begins on 
Sunday March 8 



 

February 
 

Joan Reading – 1st 
JoAnn Hall – 4th 
Susan Haff – 13th 

Rachael Knowlton – 19th 
Matilda Gavalis – 23rd 
Louise Venturella – 26th 

 
March 
 

Ann Marie Noone - 4th 
Ethel Breuche – 10th 
Lisa Thomas – 24th 
 

April 

Ann Marie Warren – 3rd 
Jane Mathews – 5th 
Dona Warner – 8th 
Josephine Copp-Salko -12th 
Nicole Crawford -14th 
Mary Ann Opecko – 20th 
Mary Sue Salko – 27th 
 

May 
 

Bobbi Achey -3rd 
Juliana Picccini -9th  
 
 

Check Your E-Mail 
Don’t be surprised when you receive an  
e-card for your birthday from MVGC!  The 
board decided to move birthday messages 
“into the 21st century” with e-greetings.  Our 
corresponding secretary, Juliana Piccini, will 
be sending you birthday wishes from the 
website Blue Mountain. 

 

We are delighted to welcome the newest 
members of the Mountain View Garden 
Club: 

Darlene Chaykosky 

Zaida Dihsy 

Erin Speicheer 

We look forward to seeing you at future 
meetings and activities! 

 

 

DUES for 2026 ARE DUE! 

Send your check for $30 to: 

Mountain View Garden Club 
PO Box 81 

Clifford, PA  18413 
 

Or better yet, bring them with you to the 
next meeting! 

 



 
Many Hands Make Light Work 

 

Community Garden Clean Up Dates 

 
 

Grab your garden tools and join your fellow 
garden club members to get area gardens 

ready for the season. 

• Clifford Community Center & 
Clifford Fire Company, May 12 
 @ 10:00  (Rain date May 14) 
 

• Clifford Fire Company clean up, 
 July 14 @ 10:00  (Rain date July 16) 
 

• Fall clean up at Clifford Community 
Center, Sept 8 @ 10:00  (Rain date 
Sept 10) 

 

 

Grant Committee 
 
Mountain View Garden Club Educational 
and Community Grants are available to 
teachers and organizations in the local area 
whose programs reflect our mission to 
“share our knowledge and love of gardening 
while beautifying the Elk Mountain area and 
surrounding communities.” 
 
This year we are pleased to award $500 
Educational Grants to the following: 
 

• Alexandra Higgins from Carbondale 
High School was approved for the 
purchase of a hydroponics expansion 
tower for her hydroponics 
class.  This will enable the students 
to grow and harvest a variety of 
edible vegetables in the classroom. 

 
• Fell Charter School was awarded a 

grant to continue and expand their 
successful school garden.  The 
expansion will enable more students 
to participate in garden activities and 
provide more space to grow a 
variety of vegetables.    

 
• The Susquehanna School District 

was approved to purchase materials 
to begin a school wide garden. 

 
Applications and guidelines are 
available on the club’s website:   

www.mountainviewgardenclub.org 

 

 

 

 

WEEDS 

garden morning 
scanning for weeds 
I miss the flowers 

 

 

http://www.mountainviewgardenclub.org/


Plant Sale/Exchange 
and Market Place 

Sunday June 7, 2026 
 

The calendar may say spring but, with patches 
of snow still covering some of the surrounding 
fields, it may seem far away.  Soon the snow 
will melt and our thoughts turn to the return of 
warmer weather and that first sprout of new 
growth in our gardens. 

It is also the time when the garden club begins 
planning for our annual fundraising event, the 
Plant Sale/Exchange and Marker Place.  The sale 
attracts many local, and not so local, gardeners 
looking to enhance their gardens by exchanging 
or purchasing plants from our members. 

The plant sale involves extensive planning and 
coordinating and the committee has already 
begun its planning.  Members Joan Redding and 
Diane Sysco have recently joined the 
committee.  Diane has taken on the 
responsibility of securing vendors and crafters 
for the day.  If you know anyone who might be 
interested in being a vendor, let Diane know. 

“Many hands make light work” and we need the 
help of many members to make the plant sale a 
success and there are many ways to help.   

• Dig, divide and pot perennials to 
donate. 

• Join fellow members at scheduled 
digs. 

• Save larger plastic plant pots for our 
digs 

• Donate unwanted garden and 
household items to the Second Hand 
Rose table. 

• Donate a basket for the raffle 
• And, of course, volunteer to help with 

the event.  There are many jobs to be 
done! 

 

 
Crayon Work 

~Richard Greene 
 

Colors burst from the ground 
like a child’s fancies, 
splashes of crocus, daffodil, 
hyacinth, jonquil, narcissus. 
New leaves fleck trees 
with diaphanous green. 
Blossom clouds puff 
from shrub and tree, 
and forsythia challenges  
a cornflower sky 
with impudent graffiti. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Fall Centerpiece Making 
November 18 

Presented by members 
Janelle Zigon & Louise Guszick 

 

 
Pumpkins and decorative fall items ready 

for the creative touches from our members 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Great work, everyone! 



“Frozen” 
Holiday Party 

December 10  
Pettinato’s Restaurant  

 

         
Our Hosts, Pierre and his wife 
 

 
Members of the program committee with gifts 

for special needs horticulture projects 
conducted by Lackawanna County Master 

Gardeners 

 
Katie Ciclioni begins the festivities with a 

welcome and recalls all the accomplishments of 
the past year. 

 

 

 

 
The evening was enjoyed by all! 

 

 
Melody Droppa leads the group in holiday 
songs. 


