June 2026

President’s Message

Hello fellow gardeners. Spring is
finally here and we are able to finally
plant. As we all know, it was a very
painful winter, but now it has warmed
enough for us to plant our seeds and
seedlings.

I would like to thank all of the
volunteers who have worked tirelessly
to collect plants for our upcoming
June 7 plant sale. Thank you to our
hosts who allowed us to invade their
gardens. This year we dug plants up at
Nancy Ross’s, Elaine Burman’s, Mike
Senio’s, June White’s and Mary
Pucil’s. These opportunities will go a
long way to providing grants to our
local schools. A special thanks to Jim
and Mary Ann O’Pecko for the use of
their truck at each dig and getting soil.
We could not have done it without
them.

Many of you have taken plants from
your own and your neighbor’s
gardens. We have had five amazing
invites to raid their gardens to share
many years of hard work with other
people.

For many years, we have been in all
of our local communities and very
often we are not known, except by the
people that we directly affect. This
year, we hope to change that by
planting trees throughout the
community to make the world around
us a better place. Over the next
couple months, we will share our
upcoming ventures with you so stay
tuned.

Please join us starting at 11 o’clock
on June 7 at the Clifford community
center for our annual plant sale,
exchange and marketplace. Set up is
Friday, June 5 from 9 to 2. We need
your Second Hand Rose items (no
books or clothes) and plants. It
usually takes us a couple of hours and
we need all the help we can get!

John Stahl

REMINDER:

If you have a wagon from last
year’s plant sale, please bring it
with you to the community center
on Friday.



http://www.mountainviewgardenclub.org/index.shtml

Mountain View Garden Club
2026 Programs

JUNE 7

Plant Sale/Exchange Marketplace
Clifford Township Community Center

JULY 21

Garden Hopping at Acre Lake
with pot luck and fun on the lake

AUGUST 18

Hydroponics
Presented by Alexandra Higgens (recipient
of MVGC educational grant)

SEPTEMBER 12 (Saturday at 11:00)
Mushroom Walk
Presented by George & Jenn Linsinbeigler
3 Kingdom, Clifford Community Park,
followed by a pot luck lunch

OCTOBER 20

Report by Educational Grant
Recipients

NOVEMBER 17

Pine Cones and Greens,
Holiday Decorations presented by member
John Stahl

DECEMBER 9 (Wednesday at 5 pm)

Holiday Party at Montdale Country Club
(note the change of venue)

Unless otherwise noted, meetings are held
on the third Tuesday of the month at the
Clifford TWP Fire Company.

Field Trip

JUNE 16

Lakeland Orchard & Cindery

(1649 Lakeland Drive, Scott) at 10:30,
followed by lunch at Maiolatesi Wine
Cellars (32-B Cabernet Drive, Scott)

Community Garden Clean-Up

Clifford Communty Center May 12
Thank you to our volunteers who helped get
the memorial looking good!

Additional Scheduled Clean-Ups

Tuesday, July 14, 10:00am
Clifford Fire Company

Tuesday, September 22 -10:00am
Clifford Community Center

Please check your email about upcoming
clean ups. Many hands make light work!



PLANT SALE/EXCHANGE
Sunday June 7, 2025

It is that time of year, time for the Garden
Club’s annual fund raiser, the Plant
Sale/Exchange and Market Place. The sale,
which attracts many local and not so local
gardeners, is held at the Clifford Community
Center. The event is always a success
because of the help and support of our
garden club members.

If you have perennials that need dividing,
please pot them now so they have a chance
to become established. It is a plant
exchange as well as a sale so you can
exchange two perennials from your garden
for two of like size and value.

Second Hand Rose is our annual flea market
where you can donate garden and household
items. The proceeds go toward our
educational and community grants. (Please,
no books or clothing!)

Help is needed on the day of the sale for set
up, during the sale and for clean-up. Help is
also needed on Friday, June 6 from 9 am ‘til
2 pm for prep work, collecting items for

2" Hand Rose and pricing and sorting
plants. Please bring your plants and flea
market items on that Friday.

Our sale is often viewed as a gift to the
surrounding community to enable
them to begin or enhance their
gardens. Members, please remember
to wait until 3 o’clock to purchase
plants to give the greater community a
chance to select plants.

A message from JoAnn Hall who has
chaired the Plant Exchange for many years:

I’'m not sure when | actually took over the
chairmanship of our annual Plant Exchange but |
have been wholeheartedly involved in the event
since our first sale in 2005. I've so appreciated
all of the support that I've received over the
years. We now have eight members on the
committee: Katie Cicilioni, Janelle Zigon, Louise
Guszick, Susan Haff, Mary Ann O’Pecko and,
new this year, Diane Sysko and Joan

Reading. Three years ago, Janelle took over the
responsibility of the plants which was a huge
help and this year at a board meeting | said I'd
really like to have someone take over the
vendors and our new member Diane said “Oh, |
could do that!” And Sally Roberts has taken
over the publicity.

Mary Ann and Jim O’Pecko have been hauling
dirt to all of our dig sites (Jim actually bought us
a new truck this year!) And all committee
members have been so helpful in so many
ways. Ethel Breuche handled 2" Hand Rose for
many years (another big job) and Linda Leber
relieved her of that responsibility. This year
Judy Borosky, Mary Ann Belcastro and Carolyn
Johnson will oversee the raffle. And we have a
great team that do the checking in of plants and
selling so many perennials with our fearless
treasurer Rachel Bembas making sure that all
moneys get collected and counted.

There are so many aspects of this event —
digging, separating and potting perennials,
pricing and sorting plants, sorting items for

2" Hand Rose, putting up signs, tents and so
many other things just to get ready for the big
day and then breaking down and cleaning up
after the sale. And so many club members pitch
in to make all of this happen.

Thank you, thank you, thank you to all of you
for your continued support of this event which
is a true gift to our community! Hard work but
always a fun day!!!

JoAnn



Bobbi Achey -3
Zaida Dishy - 9"
Juliana Picccini -9*

June

Mary Tomaine - 19

July

Louise Guszich - 7
Bill Maitland - 17

August

Janet Murray - 7
Lynn Conrad - 8
Julie MacDowall - 9

Elaine Burman - 18

Check Your E-Mail
Don’t be surprised when you receive an
e-card for your birthday from MVGC! The
board decided to move birthday messages
“into the 21% century” with e-greetings. Our
corresponding secretary, Juliana Piccini, will
be sending you birthday wishes from the
website Blue Mountain.

We extend our condolences to
Vicky Lewandowski on the
passing of her husband, Jerry.

queleo™”

We are delighted to welcome the newest
member of the Mountain View Garden
Club:

Samantha Safara

We look forward to seeing you at future
meetings and activities!

i

Dues are due!

They can be sent to:

Mountain View Garden Club
PO Box 81
Clifford, PA 18413
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As part of the 20 Anniversary celebrations it
was decided to plant a number of trees in local,
surrounding communities. We are pleased that

these plans are progressing with a number of
locations selected for tree planting.

The Fells Charter School, which has received
educational grants to enhance their successful
school garden, requested two Paw-Paw trees
for their garden. The trees have been ordered
and will soon be planted.

Greenfield Township is developing a Veteran’s
Memorial Park and has a proposed plan for
trees in the park. The board approved a
donation to help purchase trees for the park.

Also, locations in Forest City’s Kennedy Park and
the Clifford Township Community Center have
been selected for trees.

We will continue to post updates as this
program progresses.

A Thank You

At the Holiday Party last December donations
were collected to purchase garden supplies to
support Master Gardener’s programs that work
with local groups. A note was sent to MVGC to
thank us for our support. Our donations have
supported the Master Gardener’s programs that
work with the Blind Association, the
mothers at the M & I House, and the
Gardening with Friends group at the
Gathering Place in Clarks Summit. Money
was also sent to support work with the
School for the Deaf

Grant Committee

The Mountain View Garden Club grants two
types of grants awards to local community
organizations and teachers whose programs
reflect our mission.

The Greater Forest City Business Alliance was
recently awarded funds to plant flowers along
Main Street.

Three educational grants were awarded for the
'25-'26 school year. Recently two members of
the committee, Katie Cicilioni and Susan Haff,
were able to visit one of the recipients, Fells
Charter School. Cassie Gaylets, the Middle
School science teacher, conducted a tour of
school gardens and pointed out some of what
was purchased with the grant funds, including
garden beds and bench. That afternoon the
middle school students were enthusiastically
working to clear a planting area in the garden.




AI in Gardening Jim cautioned that Al is a tool that can

be used to investigate many garden
March 17

_ options. It shouldn’t replace experience
Presented by Jim O’Pecko OF COMMON sense.

Many phone apps are available to help
gardeners access a variety of plant and
garden information.

A few recommended ones are:
e PICTURE THIS
e SEED TO SPOON
e PLANTA

John Stahl holds the “gavel” and officially called
his first meeting as president to order.

Jim helps member, Ann Marie Noone, access
one of the phone garden apps.

A final thought from Jim to help us remember
why we love our gardens:

Jim explains how Al can help with garden Fleeting memories of color

planning and answer many gardening

questions. It can provide more information urking in the corners of your mind
from a well phrased and detailed question than .. .

a simple Google search. pening in the warm of sunshine

Al can, among other things: \/Vhen a smile touches your eyes

* Identify plants from a photo Erasing the burdens of the day
e Diagnosis pests and diseases
e Help design a garden Remembering the joy in your life

e Customize planting and watering S .
schedules erenity



Burkes Maple Syrup Tour
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Evaporator where the sap is boiled to condense

the sugar content of the sap before it can be
considered syrup.

. B 34

Dennis Burke

Ready and eager to learn about harvesting
maple sap and converting it into delicious syrup.

The fire needs to be frequently stoked to

maintain the proper temperature in the syrup
evaporator

Various colors of maple sap harvested in 2026



Monarch Buttorflics

April 21
Presented by Janelle Zigon

Janelle shared her recent experiences in Central
Mexico where she visited the Sierra Madre
Mountains. The Monarch Butterfly travels

thousands of miles there to overwinter where
they hang from oyamel fir trees. The Monarch
is the only known butterfly species to make a
two-way migration.

Monarchs “puddling” in Mexico

Butterflies are often observed congregating on
moist soil, sand or dung to sip the fluid. Itis
speculated that this supplements their diet with
additional nutrients not obtained from nectar.

Some of the slides from the presentation:

- Three Different Populations in
Monarch Populations North Ao

> ]

- Eastern population

Western population

Southern Florida population

All three populations of monarch
butterflies — eastern, western,
and Florida — are all part of the
same species: Danaus plexippus.

F‘a PennState Extension

Photo Credit: brenell-enman, unsplash

Are Monarchs on the Decline
Causes:

« Large scale habitat loss

« Lack of native milkweed and nectar
plants

ding land d
size of or replaces natural areas

« Conversion of fields into farmlands or
industrial spaces
« Overuse of pesticides
Photo Credit: Marianne Kolojejchick Matysczak @ PennState Extension
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Four Easy Ways You Can
Help

1. Plant milkweed and monarch
nectar plants that are native to
your area!

2. Protect monarchs from
pesticides!

3. Learn all you can!
4. Spread the word!

fa Pennstate Extension

Thank you Janelle for sharing your trip and your
expertise with us. Thank you to Sally Roberts
for sharing the pictures.



DAHLIAS

May 19

Presented by Ashlee Butkiewicz
The Posey Plant

-

Mthote e Greming B
About Me
e

Ashley’s program was a wealth of
information about dahlias, a native to

Central America.

Matheds tay Growing Dakliss

Quiz Review
True or False?

8. A dahlia tuber will only grow a new plant if
there is an eye.

the new sprout.

in diameter.
_}:f_____,—_—-——— \argest dahia on record i over 14 XSS

10. The same dahiia plant can produca flowers
in two different colors

wr\en\rdsoean.mzﬁ'“"'“““m
color is called a “sport’

g

Dahlias can be propagated from seed or
from tubers. When starting from tubers, it is

important to be sure there are eyes on the
crown, which is where the new plant
sprouts.

Me@ads for Growing Dadlias

Common Problems

Insects

Thrips, Earwigs, Slugs, Japanese Beetes
Disease

Viruses, Fungj, Bacteria

Animals

Deer, Rabbits, Voles, Squirrels, Groundhogs
Weather

Wind, Drought, Standing Water, FrosY Freeze
Other

Weeds, Nutrient Deficiencies

==

Ashley discussed many of the common
problems gardeners encounter in growing
dahlias. She offered practical solutions and
answered the many questions members
asked about dahlias and their cultivation.

. AW N ¥ \
Dahlias come in many colors, shapes, and
sizes. The Dinnerplate Dahlia can grow a

bloom size of 10 inches or more!



